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It is indeed a pity that English literature then furnished
but Blonder material for criticism. When we remember
that, among the poems of the English Renaissance, only
Wurroy'tf Lyrics, (Modm, the Mirror of Magistrates, and
The tihcpkertr* halvndar could bo praised with candour
(and I think Sidney was right in this judgment), we shall
be bolter able to estimate his own high position, and our
mental Benson will be dazzled by the achievements of the
last three centuries. Exactly three centuries have elapsed
since Kidney foil at Zutphen; and who shall count the
pootn of our race, stars differing indeed in glory, but stars
that stream across the heavens of song from him to us
in one continuous galaxy 1

Hit Philip Sidney was not only eminent as pleader,
critic, and poet, Ho also ranked as the patron and pro-
tector of men of letters. "Ho was of a very munificent
Bpirit," Hays Aubrey, " and liberal to all lovers of learning,
and to those that pretended to any acquaintance with
ParnaBBUB; insomuch that he was cloyed and surfeited
with the poetasters of those days." This sentence is
confirmed by the memorial verses written on his death,
and by the many books which were inscribed with his
name, A, list of these may be read in Dr. Zouch's Life,
It in enough for our purpose to enumerate the more
distinguished. To Sidney, Spenser dedicated the first
fruits of his genius, and Hakluyt the first collection of
IUB epoch-making Voyages. Henri Etienne, who was
proud to call himflolf the friend of Sidney, placed his
1570 edition of the Greek Testament and his 1581
edition of llerodian under the protection of his name.
Lord Brooke, long after his friend's death, dedicated his
collected works to Sidney's memory.ould only iind, m our tiute, n
